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Combining Like Terms

Combining Like Terms is ke matching your socks. In the some
way that we put our socks in matching pais, we can combine
like tems to put terms with the same variables and exponents
together.

Examples:

1] 2x and 3x have the same variable [x] fo the some
exponent (), so they can be combined to make 5x.

2) Syzand 4yz have fhe same voriable (y) and the some
exponent (2, 5o they can be combined to make yz.

3] 8m and 3m: are NOT ke terms because they do
have the same variable, but ot the same exponent.

Some helpful hints o make combining like terms easier.
1] You can put different shapes around ke terms before

you combine them o make sure you don't miss any.
ferms. Moke sure you put the shape around the sign fool

2) You can ako highlight fie fermsefors you combine
tnem to make sure you don’t miss any terms. Make sure
you highlight the sign foo!
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More Combining Like Terms

Part 1: Look at the pictures of the form animals below.
Determine how many pigs. chickens, and horses there are.

Pigs: Horses:

cf

ken:

Part 2: Wiite an algebraic expression fo show how many of
each animal are on your paper. Instead of pictures, use
variables fo represent each animal. Use p for pig, ¢ for chicken,
hfor horse.

Part 3: Simplify your algebraic expression by combining
like animals.

Part a: What if @ horse got lost? How would you represent that in
Your expression?
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